
When God’s Plan Disappoints 
John 11:47-48, 12:9-26 

 priests and Pharisees responsible for local government 

 alarmed and disappointed in this “false” Messiah 

blind to God's plan for fear of losing their position of power

1. Disappointed in God's plan if we give up something.  11:47+ 

Application to My Life: 
Do you wonder, “Who will I be if I lose my position after this crisis?” 

How will you release your old identity to make room for God’s identity? 

***************************************************************************************** 
 triumphal entry: crowd of pilgrims from surrounding countryside 

 Palm branches symbolized victory with peace and plenty.  
  OT titles: Hosanna, The Coming One, King of Israel 
  people expect a military/political conqueror 

 riding on a donkey instead of war horse symbolizes peace 

2. Disappointed in God's plan if we don't get something.  12:9-15 

Application to My Life: 
Are you disappointed that God has not liberated us from this crisis? 

How much does your spiritual life depend on God giving you what you want? 

***************************************************************************************** 
 Jesus’ reveal of God’s bigger plan for whole world, not just Israel 
  Israel’s rejection of Messiah is turning point! 

 analogy of the dying seed: 
  Jesus’ death will deliver the human heart (not just political deliverance) 

 paradox: love your life & lose it or “hate” your life & gain it 
  following in Jesus’ footsteps means sacrifice and service 

3. Pursuing God's plan means sacrificing your agenda.  12:20-26 

Application to My Life: 
Are you willing to let go of your disappoints to become a “dying seed”? 

Small Group / Personal Meditation Questions: 
Icebreaker: Which of these feelings is strongest in you right now? 

1. Read John 11:47-48. What was the priests and Pharisees real fear? 

2. Read John 12:9-11. How could they be so blind to God’s plan in view of 
Jesus’ attesting miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead? 

3. What might you be unwilling to give up in this current crisis that could keep 
you from seeing God’s plan? 

4. Read John 12:12-15. What did the crowd miss about Jesus’ real purpose as 
Messiah in their enthusiastic response? 

5. What do you want from Jesus to make you “happier“ in life? 

6. Read John 12:20-24. How is Jesus’ analogy of the dying seed a picture of 
what He is about to accomplish? 

7. Read John 12:25-26. How do you “love” your life in ways that don’t help you 
spiritually? What would it mean for you to “hate” your life to gain real life? 


